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Digital tools for visual analysis

New ways of seeing: 

Social research in a digital, visual age

SRA Summer Event 3rd July 2019

Dr Christina Silver

Qualitative Data Analysis Services

Dedicated CAQDAS-packages
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Management

Analysis

Representation

Linking

Transcribing

Coding

Zooming

File formats

Frame control

Mapping

Memo-ing

Annotating

Outputting

Charting

Grouping

CAQDAS tools for visual analysis

Synchronising

Fidelity of data

- Multi-modality

- Quality

- Temporality

- Access to emotional context

- Loyalty of reproduction

Fidelity of tools

- Ability to handle high-fidelity data

Fidelity of visual data and digital tools 



05/07/2019

3

Transcription & synchronising

Direct vs. indirect working

Concurrent and independent working

Working with video directly
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Working with video directly & indirectly

Multiple synchronised video 

streams & transcripts
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Embedding stills in transcripts

Formats & (in)flexibility of transcripts
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Textual annotation

Visual annotation

Annotating visual materials

Descriptive log of images –

a form of textual annotation
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Textual annotation of still images

Visual annotation of still images
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Visual annotation of still images

Making, visualising and representing connections

Linking

Mapping

Outputting
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Links between data segments

Outputting data segments
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Blunt tools for fine purposes?

Under-developed analytic and representational tools

Tools developed for text analysis not fine enough

Our responsibilities

Concrete documentation

Systematic critical evaluation 
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Analytic strategies drive software tactics

Qualitative – Quantitative analytic continuum

Conceptualising interpretive meaning 

Direct vs. indirect working

Status of visual data within project

Outcome requirements

Team-working considerations 

Choosing between and within tools

Silver, Christina & Patashnick, Jennifer (2011). Finding Fidelity: 

Advancing Audiovisual Analysis Using Software [88 paragraphs]. 

Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social 

Research, 12(1), Art. 37, http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-

fqs1101372. 

Analysing audio-visual data using CAQDAS-packages, CAQDAS 

Networking Project archive

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/computer-assisted-qualitative-data-

analysis/archive/analysing-audiovisual-data
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