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A Way to Look at  Data Collection



A Way to Look at  Data

Visual
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ÅMedia

ÅMaps

Verbal
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WHY USE ENACTED METHODS 

TO GENERATE DATA?

¤When studying sensitive topicsé

¤When studying complex or abstract 
questionsé

¤When trying to understand how 
someone would respond to a particular 
situationé

¤When researching populations with 
different language or verbal skillsé

¤When studying youthé



Why use visual methods?

The world told is a different world to 

the world shown. - Günter 

Kress , 2003



Research Purposes

Visual 

communication

Use visual means to convey 

complex or abstract ideas, 

relationships or examples.

Visual 

elicitation

Share visual stimuli to encourage 

recall, thought & imagination.

Visual 

collaboration

Generate visual representations 

during the study.



Exercises
Use different approaches to explore the following 

question:

What did you experience in your 

travels from your home to this 

seminar?
¤ Eliciting responses with verbal questioning.

¤ Eliciting responses with photographs.

¤Generating responses by annotating graphics. 

¤Generating responses with a scenario-based role play.



WHY USE ELICITATION METHODS 

TO COLLECT DATA?

¤When extant data is incomplete or 

missingé

¤When extant data is raises new 

questionsé

¤When trying to understand how 

individuals understand or describe their 

experiences with the phenomena being 

investigatedé



Letôs try  it!

¤Start with a verbal question 

and response.



Photo or Media Elicitation

Types Sources

¤Representational images

¤Photographs, video, or 

drawings portraying 

individuals or groups.

¤Photographs, video, or 

drawings portraying public, 

commercial or private 

settings.

¤Researcher collects 

or generates images.

¤Participant collects or 

generates images. 



Visual + Verbal:  Try Photo Elicitation.

Which of these 
photographs most 
closely corresponds 
to your travel 
experience? How? 

If you have a 
photograph from 
your travels, share 
it and explain what 
it represents.


