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John of Gaunt

* Vision
This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle,

AND

* Regret
Hath made a shameful conquest of itself.



Traditional Vision of British Politics — In
Prosel

e The ‘Westminster model’

* Alternating single party majority centralised
government in which the whole Union cast
much the same verdict on (just) two choices.

e Ensured (all the) public could easily hold
government accountable and determine
partisan its colour.




British Politics Today?

Multiple parties
Coalition, not single party rule
Geographically diverse verdicts

Decentralised government and territorial
dispute
In short a fractured isle? A disputed realm?
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And a Sixth in Scotland!

—Con —Lab —Lib Dem —SNP —UKIP —Green

Source: whatscotlandthinks.org. Running average of last 4 polls
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Rise and Fall of the Two-Party Vote
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The Long-Term Rise of ‘Others’
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All Third Party Seats
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Some Pledges and Pleas

More devolution for Scotland (on tax and
welfare)

More limited further devolution for Wales
Corporation Tax devolution for N. Ireland (?)

‘English Votes on English Laws’ (and
devolution for Greater Manchester)

Referendum on UK’s membership of the EU
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Scotland Has Long Wanted Self-
Government (At Least)
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Who should make decisions for

Scotland?
i P
Parliament

Health

Schools 63 11
Welfare benefits 64 (57) 19 (22)
Tax Levels 56 (59) 36 (32)
Defence/Foreign 34 (39) 59 (53)

Affairs

Source: Scottish Social Attitudes



Scots MPs Not Vote on English
Laws?
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The Rise of Euroscepticism

% Eurosceptic
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The Questions

* Why has the Westminster model broken
down?

— Class and Party Dealighment
— New Political Geographies
— Rise of Identity Politics

* What, if anything, can/should be do about it?



Less of A Class Divide?

Party Identification m Working Class

1991
Con 48 20
Lab 22 51

2013
Con 32 16

Lab 33 36

Source: British Social Attitudes



Class Identity 1964-2005
_-@-“

Unprompted

Middle

Unprompted 34 33 25
Working

All Unprompted 48 53 45
Prompted Middle 16 14 17
Prompted Working 31 27 32
No Class Identity 4 6 6

Source: 1964, 1983: British Election Study; 2005 British Social Attitudes



How Labour Came To See Less Working
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And More Middle

Class
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Difference Between The Parties?

% great deal difference
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Class and Europe

% leave Europe
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Perceived Impact of Immigration

Mean Score Out of 10
w
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Source: British Social Attitudes 2013



Current Class Differences

“ ABC1
“ C2DE
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Source: Ave of ComRes, ICM, Ipsos MORI and YouGoyv, Jan. 2015



The Referendum Deprivation Gap

% Yes
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Labour Challenged From The Left

Lab to SNP switchers

“ Lab back redistribution

Source: British Election Study Panel Sept. 14 wave

All Scots

& SNP back redistribution
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The LD Vote — has become less even so
WIin more seats

Standard Deviation
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The Decline in Marginal Seats
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How Scotland and England Have
Diverged
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Long-Term Variation in ‘Swing’

1955-87 +8 -19.1 +0
1987-97 -2.6 -2.3 +1.9 +7.4 +2.0
1997- +1.1 +1.1 -0.9 -4.7 +1.5
2005

2005-10 +0.6 +2.1 -0.4 -7.6 +0.7
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National Identity in Scotland
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Independence Is Of Course Partly A
Question of Identity
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A one step change in England?
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Only Moderately Politicised

Ban Scots MPs Vote on English Laws
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So Also Is Europe

Source: British Social Attitudes 2013
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European ldentity is Relatively Rare
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ldentity and Immigration

Mean score out of 10

British English European

“ Economy & Culture

Source: British Social Attitudes 2013



Some Remedies?

* Reverse

— Parties give up the centre ground?
* Adapt

— A Looser Arrangement with the EU

— Change the Electoral System
— Devolution for England
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Strategy on Europe

Leave EU Reduce Powers

Source: British Social Attitudes 2013
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Support for electoral reform, 1983-2011

70
4 5 66
60 60 9 59
7
54 53
50 49
40 <39 39 9 4l
" 30 == s394 053 gy 35735 a3 5
27
20
10
0
Mm O N O 4 N < 10D O IN 0O OO O 49 N O I 0 O
o0 00 00 OO OO OO OO0 O O O O OO O O O O O O «
O O O O OO OO oo OO O O OO OO O O O O o o o o
i i i i i i i i i i i i N N (@ AN N N N AN

—Keep system as itis —Change system

Source: British Social Attitudes, except 1992: British Election Study 41



%

Support for coalition government,
1983-2011
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England Still Not So Keen on

Devolution
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Fractured and Disputed?

Decline of two (and three) party (alternating)
UK-wide politics is a long-term phenomenon

British politics now about territory/identity
and class

Result of social change and political choices

Adaptation not easy — though may still be
hecessary



